
Gonversations about the pÍ nGy
W E I G H T  A N D  T H E  W I N G

Novice: I had the great pleasure of see-
ing some great  long d is tance champions
in Jos Mees'  lo f t  a t  Kapel len.  Your f  r iend
Andre Fevr ier  says that  you must  beware
of  weight  in  a p igeon.  And yet  Jos Mees'
champions which I  saw are of  wel l  above
average s ize and weight .  So now I  don' t  un-
derstand.  What  should I  bel ieve about  a l l
t h  i s?

V¡c lor :  l t 's  not  easy to answer th is  ques-
t i on ,  bu t  I  sha l l  t r y  t o  shed  as  much  l i gh t
as I  can on what  Andre Fevr ier 's  words
mean.  Once again we must  ta lk  of  'weight ,

t he  sou rce  o f  ene rgy 'and  o f  dead  we igh t ,
the source of  fa t igue.

We sha l l  a l so  t a l k  o f  t he  w ing ,  bu t  a l so
of  the 'motor '  and i ts  fuel .  That  wi l l  be
another  day.

Novice: lt sounds as though you are talk-
ing of  cars,  or  rather  aeroplanes.

And in th is  context  I  remember what
Enzo Ferrari, the racing car manufacturer,
asked h is  engineers:  "Give me less weight ,
or  more power for  my cars" .

Vic tor :  These last  words br ing us to the
heart  of  the problem. I  know Jos Mees'
pigeons fairly well. They are above average
types.  And yet  they have extraord inary en-
durance.  Why?

First  of  a l l  we must  d is t inguish between
weight  and weight .  There is  noth ing more
re lat ive.  l t 's  ev ident  that  a smal l  p igeon wi l l
weigh less than a b ig one.  However,  what
counts ís relative weight. That is, relative
to  t he  p igeon ' s  vo lume  and  i t s  w ing .  Bu t
other  factors come in to p lay.  You have to
real ise that  a b ig p igeon may be l ight ,  and
a smal l  p igeon may be heavy -  ' re lat ive-

ly ' .  When Andre Fevr ier  says you must  be-
ware of  weight  in  the p igeon,  i t 's  obvious
tha t  And re  i s  t h i nk ing  espec ia l l y  o f  t he
di f ference between 'dead'  weight  and ' l iv -
i ng '  we igh t .  And re  can  ' sense ' ,  when  he  i s
hold ing a p igeon,  i f  i t  has v i ta l i ty ,  i f  i t 's' a l i ve '  i n  h i s  hands ,  i f  i t  has  keenness !

In  add i t i on  t o  t h i s  you  shou ld  a l so  con -
s ide r  t h i ckness  o f  t he  w ing ,  t he  supp le
resis tance of  the upper wing and the
propuls ive power of  the pr imary feathers
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and in oar t icu lar  the four  last  Þr imar¡es.  In
my exper ience the b iggest  handicap for the
w ing  i s  f o r  t he  m idd le  o f  t he  w ing  -  i . e .
the 4th,  5th and 6th pr imar ies -  to  be too
long.  They act  as a brake on f  l ight  and t i re
the p igeon.  These feathers are of ten over-
developed in a heavy p igeon because they
serve to 'carry '  i ts  weight .  These are poor
p igeons .

Novice:  But  what  does the harmful '
weight ,  the dead weight ,  in  fact  consis t  of?

Victor :  There is ,  as l 've a l ready to ld you,
fa t  wh i ch  i n f i l t r a tes  t he  who le  o rgan i sm.
You know that  a good p igeon doesn' t  eas-
i ly  put  fa t  on because i t  has an econoni i -
ca l l y  f  unc t i on ing  o rgan i sm.  l t  has  no  need
to form fat ,  which is  in  fact  only  reserve
f  uel ,  which a good p igeon doesn' t  need.  l f
you le t  your  p igeons f  ast  f  or  a few days - ,
a pract ice not  used of ten enough by fanci -
ers -  you wi l l  see that  a f  a t  p igeon mel ts
away faster  than a good p igeon which had
less fat  than the former one at  the com-
mencement of  the fast .  This  is  because i t
has greater  v i ta l i ty  than the f  i rs t  p igeon and
thus  a  r i che r  o rgan i sm enab l i ng  i t  t o  use
energy wi thout  great  ef for t .

Novice:  I  have to confess that  I  d id not
a l l ow  fo r  t he  we igh t - vo lume  re la t i onsh ip
when  I  men t i oned  Jos  Mees '  p i geons .  I n
that  case h is  p igeons are not  'heavy '  for
thei r  's ize ' .  A lso,  they have a very long
breastbone and thei r  weight  is  therefore
spread a long the whole length of  the bone.
I  must  however agree that  i t  is  ext remely
d i f f i cu l t ,  i f  no t  imposs ib le ,  t o  j udge  a
pigeon's body correct ly .  Let  us not  forget
that  the body is  covered in feathers -  and
that  fa t ,  which g ives i t  i ts  weight ,  is  not  so
eas i l y  d i s t i ngu i shed  f  r om tho  muscu la tu re
as in  a naked ath lete.

Victor: You are quite right, but by assess-
i ng  a  p igeon  impar t i a l l y  *  w i t hou t  l e t t i ng
yoursel f  be in f luencêd by the famous
pedigree -  you can månägê not  to  be too
far  mistaken about  i t$  physical  qual i t ies.
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What  i s  much  more  d i f f  i cu l t  i s  t o  j udge  the
pigeon's keenness.

A f te r  sc ru t i n i z i ng  a  p igeon ' s  eye ,  o r
rather  i ts  expression,  for  qui te some t ime,
Jef  van Rie l  used somet imes to say,  though
w i thou t  any  deg ree  o f  con f i dence ,  "Th i s
one could wel l  be a good p igeon".  Jef
worked wi th d iamonds and was therefore
used to analys ing the br i  l l iance and the
' l i f e '  i n  a  d iamond  and  h i s  op in ion  was
often correct.

Dur ing the rac ing season we wi l l  come
face to face wi th the supreme judge,  the
race basket .  But  th is  judge can a lso be
wrong .  Th i s  w i l l  be  ou r  f au l t ,  f o r  i f  t he
pigeons we enter  are not  in  per f  ect  condi '
t ion,  the judgment  of  the race basket  may
deceive us.

Novice:  I  know that  a Pigeon in good
fo rm has  so f t ,  sh in ing  p lumage ,  a  p lump ,
l ight  body and a dry,  br ight  eye.  Al l  that  is
f ine -  but  what  do you do i f  they are not
l i ke  t ha t?

Victor :  l 'm here to answer you and l ' l l  do
my best  another  t ime.  But  I  hope you are

beginning to get  a rough idea of  how to
judge  a  p igeon ' s  we igh t .

Noel de Scheemaecker.

THE POWER OF OBSERVATION
Novice:  What  you to ld me about  your

f  r iend Jef  van Rie l  -  "The best  fancier  is
the one who can detect  defects soonest"
-  made  me  th ink .

In my v iew,  af ter  due considerat ion,  I
t h i nk  a l l  t he  d i f f  i cu l t y  l i es  i n  t he  f ac t  t ha t
i t  is  not  enough to observe one's  p igeons,
one must  know what  one must  look for .  I
w i sh  you  wou ld  t e l l  me  wha t  t ha t  i s .

Vic tor :  l f  you though you needed to look
ou t  f o r  one  s ing le  i t em,  you  cou ld  make  a
grave mistake.  No,  my f r iend,  the p igeon
is a complete whole.  Don' t  forget  that  each
defect  reduces the length of  i ts  rac ing
career.

Novice: lf I have understood you correct-
ly,  you should therefore value highly those
pigeons which have a long career,  which'
do not become old before their  t ime.

V¡ctor:  What you have just said should

COMING SOON - The Best of Brit ish - from

We are offering the best of our young stock ¡t auction
in Sydney in October. They are unl ikely to bereheop -
but what an investment! Hand picked sons and dau$hters
of our premier champions that sel l  in the U,K, for up to
5,000 pounds Sterl ing each. Watch the fancy press for

ful l  detai ls, appearing soon.

Champion Peter Pau (Silvere Toye). lst Open Pau
lnternational 1984. He won the event by a clear % hour.
He was 1'/z hours ahead of the next bird into Belgium.
Purchased by Louella for 41,000 pounds. He remains the
highest priced bird ever to leave Belgium. His progeny are

winning in the best of competition.

SATE CATATOGUE & FURTHER

INFORMATION FROM NICK BRENT
(02) 8342060

LOU E LLA

CH. PETER PAUL.



be carved on the lo f t  doors so that  i t  is
never  forgot ten.

Novice:  Yes,  but  such p igeons are rare.
You ment ioned them to me one day and
said that  these p igeons were ' indefat iga-

b le ' .
V ic tor :  l f  they are in  fact  becoming more

and more rare,  then i t 's  our  f  aul t .  General -
ly  the fancier  does not  preoccupy h imsel f
wi th the f  u ture of  h is  lo f t .  l f  he not ices that
the  p igeons  he  i s  b reed ing  s t i l l  do  we l l  as
young b i rds and as year l ings but  s tar t  to
decl ine as ear ly  as the age of  two,  the fan.
c ier  ought  to real ise that  he is  heading
stra ight  towards a prec ip ice.

Novice:  What  could be the causes of  th is
rapid decl ine? l f  you can te l l  me th is ,  I  shal l
be able to become a champion,  as Jef  van
Rie l  sa id,  and remain one!

Victor :  General ly  i t  s tar ts  impercept ib ly .
One qual i ty  which condi t ions a l l  the others,
we must  never  forget ,  is  res is tant  heal th.
A  p igeon  wh ich  i s  i n  exce l l en t  hea l t h  has
a good chance of  last ing for  many years
w i thou t  l os ing  i t s  v i r i l i t y .  A  good  obse rve r
w i l l  me rc i l ess l y  e l im ina te  any  p igeon
which leaves something to be desi red un-

der  the heading of  heal th.  l f  i t  o f ten has an
inf  lamed throat ,  or  sensi t ive in test ine,  i f  l t
does not  moul t  per fect ly ,  le t  us beware of
i t .  Let  us take no r isks,  i t  must  be e l iminat-
ed.  One day Jef  van Rie l ,  a l l  o f  whose
knowledge was based on his powers of ob-
servat ion,  sa id to me,  " l  th ink that  the most
important  par t  of  the p igeon is  a good in-
t es t i ne " .

"One quality which conditions all the
others is resistant health".

Novice:  But  I  th ink that  everyth ing in  the
pigeon is  important  i f  we are looking for  the
pigeon which wi l l  last  many years.  For  ha-
ven' t  you just  sa id that  every defect  has to
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to be too long.
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In my the greatest hand

SINGLE TL IGHT BREEDINC
CUARANTEED EVERY TIME!

CH. MAGIC BLUE.

louel la have over 2,000 single f l ight compartments to
ensure that our tradition for export breeding is continued
wi th  guaranteed parentage EVERY t im 'er  Þa i l y
examination of the youngsters and the parent birds en$ures
tha t  the  end produc t  i s  o f the  h ighes t  s tandard ,  There .¿ te
count less  numbers  o f  b i rds  b red  ìn  th is  way tha t  haúe
proved to be winners in club and open comÞetit¡on not
only in Creat Bri tain but worldwide. A unique draft of super
qua l i t y ,  ìmpeccab ly  b red  young b i rds  w i l l  be  on  o f fe r  to
Aust ra l ìan  fanc ie rs  when Loue l la  ho ld  the i r  f i r s t  auc t ion

sale in SYdneY in October'

Champion Magic Biue, bred by Louella. 100% Lefebre
Dhaenens. Winner of 30xlst including l0xlst Open
average entry 5,500 birds. He is one of many birds that
prove our environment, foundation sto.ck and good stock

management produces cham pions.

SAIE CATALOGUE & IURTHER
¡NFORMAT¡ON FROM NICK BRENT
(02) 8342060
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be paid for, and reduces the duration of the
pigeon's achievements?

Viclor:  Yes, but robust health is an in-
d ispensab le  qua l i t y  fo r  a  p igeon 's  long
sport ing l i fe.  I  told you that defects creep
in surrept i t iously,  l i t t le by l i t t le,  into a lof t .
For example, the wing loses i ts supple-
ness, the upper wing becomes too large
and what Van der Schelden cal led the'str ik ing power'  of  the last four pr imaries
decreases. Another dangerous defect:  the
volume of the pigeons increases and the
pigeon 'holds together '  less and less wel l
-  you can twist  i t  l ike a bi t  of  rag.

Novice: You were talk ing of robust
health.  So I  assume that the pigeon must
demonstrate this robust health especial ly
by i ts resistance to attacks from outside.
But  there  is  no  poss ib le  means o f
resistance against parasi tes.

Wi th  in tes t ina l  worms,  cocc id ios is ,
tr ichomoniasis,  we are deal ing with para-
si tes and the organism can acquire no
natural  immunity.  So your theory of health,
capable of resist ing everything must be
f alse!

WARWICK FARM
PHARMACY

David Croot, B. Pharm. M.P.S.
8B HUME HIGHWAY,

WARWICK FARM.2170
6l)28474

B I R D  A N D  P ¡ G E O N
M E D I C I N E S

FREE CATATOGUE
Please write lor our free catalogue of bird
medicines which conlains our complete

range of all items slocked
. Vitamin Concenlnles . Nutt¡tional St¡mulants & Tonics

. lnsecl Powdeß , Antibiotics , Woming Tabtets å Sotut¡ons
" . Coccidiosis Trcatnents . Dinking Watet Sleillizeß
. Loft Disinfeclants. SullaThrce Solutìons, P¡oeon Pox Vacc¡ne

o 1rnithon o Breeder Tablets Íot Egg itoduct¡on
. Cage and Loft Lice/Mile Prcparations, etc.

. SYDNEY'S BEST KNOWN VETERINARY PHARMACY

. COMPLETE RANGE 0F BIRD MEDICINES

. STOCKISTS 0F ALL VETERINARY PRODUCTS

. DISTRIBUTOR FOR ALL INCA, PFIZER, ICI, TROY
& MEDICAL RESEARCH PRODUCTS

FOR PNODUCÍ INFORMATION . . .

Novice: I concod&
whatever the scient ists

SELECTION,  WITHOUT BEING
I N  F L U E N C E D

Novice:  You to ld me one day that  dur ing
the major  annual  se lect ion of  p igeons at
the Breeding Stat ion you ignored the or i
g i n  o f  t he  p igeons  examined .  Bu t  su re l y
the i r  o r i g i n  does  coun t  -  o r  does  i t  no t?

Victor :  That 's  an in terest ing quest ion.
Does a p igeon's or ig in countn? My answer
is  'yes '  and 'no '  - -  but  more of ten 'no ' than
'yes ' .

Th i s  depends  i n te r  a l i a  on  the  c redu l i t y
and naivety of  p igeon fanciers and thei r
abi l i ty  to  assess a rac ing p igeon.  l t  a l l
comes down to knowing whether  i t  is  r ight
t o  j udge  the  p igeon  on  i t s  i nd i v i dua l  va lue
o r  on  the  va lue  due  to  i t s  su rname!  |  know
i t 's  not  easy.  but  i t  is  made even harder
when  the  f  anc ie r  be l i eves  tha t  t he  o r i g i n  i s
pa ramoun t  i n  de ie rm in ing  the  mer i t  o f  a
pigeon.  l t  is ,  however,  real ly  only  an anci l -
l a r y  f ac to r .  I  shou ld  exp la in  t h i s  much  be t -
ter, because I believe that you are always
subject to those influences to which you
wish to be subject .  l t  is  d i f f icu l t  to
e l iminate a cer ta in degree of  personal  in-

i t iat ive f  rom the fancier himself .  His sel f .
sat isfact ion to juggle with a famous name
flat ters his vanity.

"The person who knows how to pair and
guarantee successjust doesn't exist. The
only thing I believe is that you have a bet-
ter chance of success if you have good

pigeons".

He wants to be able to imoress others
this way, whi le forgett ing that he is deceiv-
ing  h imse l f  and prec ip i ta t ing  the  dec l ine
of  h is  s tock .

For decades the 'Wegge' strain from
Lierre has l i teral ly been juggled with.

Now the Wegge strain has never exist-
ed, and the same is true of most 'strains' .

When asked what his breed was, Charles
Wegge would take a gold coin out of  his
wa¡stcoat pocket and say 'Here is my breed
, .  ,  a few good pigeons bought here and
there, sometimes at a high price and some-
t imes from an unknown l i t t le fancier."

I t  is the ski l l  of  the fancier which shapes

right,  but
note that

there are, for examplo, strslns of pigeons
which are less subj6ct to attack by
trichomoniasis whereag üth€r*,ìå$ soon as
they come into contact with Õöntåminated
water or regurgi tated seed, experience an
ultra-rapid prol i ferat ion of the pårasi te.  So
you must agree that there are pigeons
which have a degree of resistance to this
parasi te.  From my own observat ions i t  is
precisely those pigeons which stay 'young'
for many years which are least suscept ible
to tr ichomoniasis.  They are also always
pigeons with a perfect throat:  tongue rest-
ing at the bottom of the beak with a f ine
open ing  to  the  lungs  and a  p ink ish  co lour ;
pigeons whose breathing is impercept ible
-  in  a  word  ' inde fa t igab le '  p igeons  wh ich
deserve our ful l  t rust.

Novice: I  shan't  disagree with what you
say, but there are, however,  fanciers who
st i l l  c la im,  w i th  the  la te  Char les  van der
Sche lden,  tha t  i t  i s  on ly  the  w ing  tha t
counts .

Victor:  They look pr ima;i ly at  their
pigeons'  wings and make their  select ior l
ôoìety on the 

-basis 
of these. They also saf

in their  defence that their  great master
Charles van der Schelden said that those
who d id  no t  b l ind ly  be l ieve  in  h is  theor ies
w e r e ' s o m e t h i n g  e l s e r s ' .  A  d e l i c i o u s
phrase, but one which was intended to
r id icu le  those who be l ieved in  any th ing
other  than the  w ing .

Novice: So you mean that you must ob-
serve the whole of the pigeon to see the
i tem or i tems which have a tendency to be
prejudicial  to a long racing career in the
p igeon.

I  assume that that includes, of course,
the wing, but special ly the throat,  the lungs
and the heart ,  the muscles, the bone struc-
ture, the r ichness of the eye and above al l
the balance.

I t  doesn't  seem so eâsy to observe al l
that.  I  don' t  bel ieve l ' l l  over manage i t .

Victor:  You wi l l  manâgo i t ,  i f  you keep
your eyes open and think about what you
see. But,  my f  r iend, thero are few fanciers
who th ink .  That  too  is  someth ing  wh ich
must  be  learn t !

Noel De Scheernaocfter.

THE CREATEST NAMES IN AUSTRALIA
Yes, Louella Pigeon World wil l  be presenting a superior
draft of young pigcons for sale by auction in Sydney in
October. They will be sons and daughters of our premier
champions and wil l  be the ult imate' in qual i ty and
pedigree. They are not likely to be cheap - the best
seldom is - but what an investment! Watch the fanóy
press publications for further information on this super

auction - coming soon!

Ch. Su¡ler Lou. Bred by Louella. Winner of 52xlst,
1 3 x.2 nd, 1 0 x 3 rd, 1 7 x 1 st Amalgamatio n. He is one of the
foundation birds in our new super spilnt family, and further
proof of our record for breeding outsta nding champions.

CH. SUPER LOU. SALE CATALOGUE & FURTHER
¡NTORMATION FROM NICK BRENT
(02) 8342060
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a breed.  And the value of  th is  breed de-
pends on the fancier 's  knowledge and the
sever i thy wi th which he judges each
p igeon .

Novice:  Do you th ink there are any fan-
c iers who,  i f  they were real ly  s t r ic t  in  thei r
select ion,  could reta in over  a hundred
pigeons?

Victor: I cannot answer that question be-
cause I  do not  know al l  the great  Belg ian
or  fore ign fanciers.  But  I  can assure you
that  i f  a  renowned breeder were to sel l
each year  even only a few very good
pigeons would not  keep h is  posi t ion
among the leaders for  very long.

Novice:  So a champion who wishes to
mainta in h is  posi t ion is  obl iged to keep the
good p igeons,  or  those he bel ieves to be
good,  for  h is  own rac ing lo f t .  He can only
a l l ow  h imse l f  t o  see  the  ' second  c lass '
b i rds unless he h imsel f  is  to  become a se-
cond  g rade  m in i - champ ion .

Victor :  That  is  se l f -ev ident .  The c lever
ones sel l  the i r  'name' ,  the r renown. but
keep the good p igeons.

Noriice: And yet they say that you can

buy very good p igeons f rom the Janssen
brothers at  Arendonk.

So  they  se l l  t he i r  good  p igeons .
Victor :  l 'm g lad that  you have ment ioned

the Janssen brothers f rom Arendonk.  They
are a specia l  case,  s ince in  spi te of  the fact
t ha t  t he i r  p i geons  have  the  h ighes t  com-
merc ia l  va lue and they are overwhelmed
with requests to buy,  these fanciers of  the
old school  don' t  keep p igeons to sel l .  They
are st i l l  t rue fanciers.  They only race in
speed races and yet  real  long d is tance
champions have resul ted f  rom cross-
b reed ing  w i th  t he i r  p i geons .  The  ' Janssen

stra in '  is  of  no greater  va lue than any other
s t ra in  i f  t he  spec i f i c  qua l i t i es  wh i ch  the
brothers a lways t r ied to reta i  n  in  thei r
p igeons  a re  no  l onge r  t he re .

Novice:  And what  are these specia l  qual -
i t ies to which the Janssen brothers have
a lways  c lung?

Victor :  l t 's  very s imple.  Because when
they started off almost f ifty years ago, they
al ready had a few extraord inary p igeons
which outc lassed thei r  compet i tors,  they
observed these pigeons closely. They quite

s imply t r ied,  by means of  u l t ra-st r ic t  se lec-
t i on ,  t o  re ta in  t hose  qua l i t i es  wh i ch  they
log i ca l l y  t hough t  i nd i spensab le  i n  o rde r to
keep themselves at  the top.  They appl ied
a  sys tem o f  qu i t e  i n tens i ve  i n -b reed ing .

"We should always prefer a fine unknown
individual of quality to one with an illustri-

ous pedigree and defects!"

Nov i ce :  Yes ,  bu t  i f  t hey  hadn ' t  had  the
good for tune to s tar t  o f f  wi th super-per fect
specimens,  thei r  in-breeding system would
never have Þroduced the success i t  d id in
the  A rendonk  l o f t s .

Vic tor :  That  is  a ve(y t rue remark.  I 've
known  the  Janssen  p igeons  fo r  decades .
They are character ized by the fo l lowing
qual i t ies:  a real ly  ext raord inary expression
in  t he  head  and  eyes .

The i r  heads  and  eyes  ' speak  to  you ' ,  l n
the cocks,  i t  is  an expression of  v igour  and
vr ta l r ty  wnrch accentuates the mobl l i ty  and
the t ransparency of  tho eyos,  In  th€ heñs,
i t  i s  an  exp ress ion  o f  gen t lÕnðs$ ,  öu r l oô i î
t y  and  i n te l l i genco .  As  l o r  t he  w ing ,  i t  I s
oharacter iuod in the t ruå Jans$ên p i0åOn

by the qual i ty of the last pr imaries, which
are fairly narrow at the base and extreme.
ly  supp le .  The upper  w ing  is  n ice  and
straight,  s l ight ly convex and fair ly short .
The body is heavi ly muscled in front and
makes the pigeon lean forward. That I think
is without doubt the or imarv vir tue of these
pigeons is a perfei t  throãt.  A very f ine
respiratory or i f  ice behind the tongue, lead-
ing to the lungs. This is a very stable qual-
i ty in the Janssen pigeons.

Novice: Yes, but with such qual i t ies any
pigeon would be a champion, whether i t
was a Janssen or not,

'Vlctor:  Youre r ight again .  .  .  but such
pigeons are rarc. l f  they have been able to
kêep them like that by in-breeding and thus
to f ix these qual i t ies, i t  is qui te normal that
there is no r isk in cross-breeding with such
plgeons. Whereas in cross.breeding with
the most i l lustr ious of strains we run the
rtsk of fai lure i f  the essent ial  qual i t ies of
thåt strain have been lost.  In this case, the
oi lgin has no meaning. We should always
pfefer a f ine unknown individual of  qual i ty
tó Õnè with an i l lustr ious pedigree and
dcfoets!

NOW EASIER THAN EVER
WORK OUT YOUR VELOCITIES -  ON A COMPUTER!

ALL THE THINGS YOU'VE ALWAYS WISHED FOR
HORNSBY COM PUTER CENTRE

has  done  i t  aga in ! !
o Keep the d is tances,  f rom up to 56 re lease pointõ,  ¡n the computer .
o For  up to 200 Club Members.
o Pr int  out  the resul ts .
o Accumulate the complete resul ts  for  a fu l l  season.
o Easy to fo l low inst ruct ions.
o  1  day races  +  2day races  +  2b i rd  races  +  poo l  b i r ds  +  o the rcomps .

,  These are not  opt ional  ext ras.  Al l  these fac i l i t ies are bui l t  in !
HORNSBY COMPUTER CENTRE wi l l  supply a compat ib le personal  computer ,  complete wi th
20 Mb hard disc, keyboard, screen and pr¡nter (even a box of computei paper and a box of
f  loppy d iscs)  wi th the sof tware fu l ly  insta l led on the PC ready to sw¡tc¡r  ¡ t  on and star t  to

use.  Al l  th is ,  AND the fu l l  inst ruct ions,  for  $2,150 p lus f re ight  and insurance.
ARE YOU STILL DOING IT THE HARD WAY?

Our system makes calculafing pigeon velocities SO EASíI
Ring Bil l Denison on (02) 487 3434 or write to P.o. Box 86, HoRNsBy Nsw 20zz for cample
printouts from this system. Better sti l l , call in (by appointment) at suite 4, 1ðt Floor, 1oo

Pacific Hwy, WAITARA for a hands-on demonstration.
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YOUR FUTURE SU{CË$S IS ON ITS WAY!
Louella Pigeon,World - the world's No. 1 stud is to
auction a sclect draft of high quality, impeccably bred
young pigeons in Sydney in October, Unti l  nÒw, such a
sale has been impossible due to Austral ian import
restrictions. Over recent years there have beqn many
Australian fanciers that have visited us and who have
expressed their desire to obtain some of our excellent
stock. Now is your chance. .  .  included in the auction
sale wil l  be over 120 hand picked youngsters from ôur
international, national, combine, federation and
amalgamation lst OPEN CHAMPIONS - a great
opportunity for Austral ian fanciers to purchase the best

of Bri t ish!

Champion De Smargo ll (Van Leeuwen), lst Dutch
National Barcelona 1988, 5,451 birds, also lst Open
lnternational Barcelona 1988, 21,176 birds flying.almost
750 miles. Probably the finest winner ever of this event.
Purchased by Louella for 77,000 pounds, a world record
price for a pigeon. He is one of four lst Open Dutch

National winners owned bv Louella.
CH. DE SMARGO II.

SALE CATATOGUE & FURTHER INFORMATION FROM
NrcK BRENT (02) 8342060
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Novice:  And yet  these are more h ighly
pr iced.  .  .  .

V ic tor :  That 's  the faul t  o f  journal is ts  and
the credul i ty  of  thei r  readers!

Let  us draw a conclus ion f rom i t :  the
pr ice of  a p igeon and i ts  f  amous pedigree
mûst  never  in f luence us when we are
se lec t i ng  ou r  p igeons .

Noel De Scheemaecker.

THE LANGAUGE OF THE EYE
Novice:  May I  remind of  your  promise to

d i scuss  the  l anguage  o f  t he  eyes  i n  ou r
p igeons? l t  was af ter  we had had a some-
wha t  humorous  d i scuss ion  on  wha t  t he
droppings could te l l  us that  you ment ioned
i t  to  me.  Do you remember?

Victor :  Of  course.  But  before I  le t  our
p igeons speak to us wi th thei r  eyes I  want
to say something e lse.  This may reassure
those people who read our  conversat ions

that what w6 but the
frui ts of ex oþservat¡on,
which amounts r t i r I ng .

Novice: I'm eagerrìt at you are

more inst ruct ive to the fanÊigf than c lean-
ing out  the boxes and thê f  loorrof  lhe lo f t .
but  when you do th is  you must  look care-
f u l l y . . . a n d t h i n k .

I t  is  preferable to at tack a d i f f icu l t
p rob lem wh i l e  i t  i s  s t i l l  an  easy  one ,  s i nce
the solut ions are then easy whereas la ter
they become harder .  And our  p igeons'
droppings teach us th is .  That 's  whal  I  want-
ed to say,  and I ' l l  add that  the day I  s top
scraping out  a lo f t  mysel f  l ' l l  a lso stop wr¡ t -
ing another  word on p igeons.  Because I
don' t  want  to le t  mysel f  become drugged
by theor ies!

Novice:  That  doesn' t  suror ise me at  a l l .
I  remember you said once that  your  f  r iend
Jef  van Rie l  thought  that  the best  fancier
was the one who could spot  soonesf  that
someth ing  was  go ing  to  go  wrong  i n  h i s
lof t .

V ic tor :  Right l  So we must  watch our
pigeons caref  u l ly ,  day by day,  to  see what '
they have to te l l  us.  And now we have at
last  come to our  p igeons'  eyes.

The eye cannot  h ide f rom us anyth ing
wh ich  i s  happen ing  w i th in  t he  body .  l f  t h i s
i s  t r ue  o f  man ,  i t  i s  a l l  t he  more  t rue  o f  t he
p igeon ,  wh i ch  does  no t  t r y  t o  dece i ve  us .

Novice:  I  know you can detect  the state

o f  t he  p igeon ' s  f o rm  by  l ook ing  i n to  i t s
eyes.  But  l 'd  f  i rs t  l ike to ask you something
which bothers every fancier  and especia l -
ly  those who race young p igeons.  That  is ,
t he  ques t i on  on  con junc t i v i t i s .

Vic tor :  l 'm g lad you've ment ioned that ,
because i t  needs to be understood.

There are in  fact  several  causes of  con-
junct iv i t is ,  or  in f  lammat ion of  the conjunc-
t iva,  which of ten af fects both eyes.  l f  i t  is
an iso lated case,  there is  no need to wor-
ry, because it may have been caused by a
fo re ign  body  i n  t he  eye ,  o r  a  m ino r  i n j u r y ,
and then only one eye is  af fected.

No cause for  a larm!
Ano the r  cause ,  o f  chemica l  o r i g i n :  i r r i -

ta t ion by smoke or  i r r i tant  vapout 's .
There are of course other causes as well.

but  the one the fancier  should be wary of
is  in fect ious conjunct iv i t is .  At  that  s tage,
why almost all the pigeons are affected, ap-
propr iate remedies need to be employed.
Neo-Col  (Upjohn),  is  sa lutary and cures the
infect ion in  3-4 days.

Nov i ce :  S ince  th i s  i n fec t i ous  con junc t i -
v i t is  is  dangerous because i t  is  very con-
tagious,  what  should be done? By p lac ing
one's p igeons in a basket  where th is  in fec-
t ion is  present ,  one runs the r isk of  seeing
one's own pigeons a lso af fected.

Victor :  To avoid th is  real  r isk,  i t  is  wise
before basketing one's young pigeons, and
even adul ts ,  to  p lace a drop of  Argyro l  in
the  p igeon ' s  eye .  Th i s  m in im izes  the  r i sk
of  in fect ion.

Novice:  I  suppose draughts are of ten at
the root  of  conjunct iv i t is ,  as they of ten are
w i th  ou r  co lds .

Victor :  That 's  a s i l ly  mistake.  What  is
more harmf u l  is  the lack of  a i r  c i rcu lat ion.
Have you ever  seen p igeons wi th coryza
(co ld )  o r  con junc t i v i t i s  i n  a  comp le te l y
ooen lof t? |  haven' t !

But  le t 's  d iscuss the language of  the eye
for  a whi le ,  in  re lat ion to our  p igeons'  form.
Our p igeon's eye can te l l  us i f  i ts  respi ra-
tory apparalus is  fu l ly  in  order .  l f  the eye
is dry we can a l ready be reassured to th is .

"The eye cannot hide from us anything
which is happening within the body".

In addi t ion,  a n ice dry beak and dry l ids
around the eye a lso prove that  the respi ra-

tory f  unct ions are in good condit ion. As for
how the eye can reveal the state of the
pigeon's form, that  depends on the fanci ' , ' : i
er's powers of observation. , ' : l t1i

Novice:  You use the word 'observat ion '

a lo t  and no doubt  you are r ight .  But  when
you know what  to look for ,  then you' re
there!  |  suppose that 's  where you come in.

Victor :  You have just  sa id something
tr i te  but  never theless essent ia l  -  as so
many commonplace th ings are!  Examining
the p igeon's eye,  there are two th ings to
look at ,  as s igns of  good form.

Fi rs t  of  a l l ,  the r ichness of  p igmentat ion,
shown by deeper colour ing of  the i r is .  The
eye becomes l ighter  and more t ransparent
as a resul t  o f  the increased contrast .  Then
there is  the mobi l i ty  of  the eye.  The p igeon
appears to be observ ing everyth ing.  In '
s tead  o  f see ing ,  i t . i s  l ook ing .
r Novice: lt seems to me that these are nu-
ances which few fanciers are capable of
see ing .

Victor: You're wrong there. You are for-
ge t t i ng  t ha t  t he re  i s  some th ing  wh ich  i s
general ly  neglected,  you have lo learn to
observe. That is the whole secret of pigeon
racing.  .  .  .

Noel De Scheemaecker.

THE BOB APPLEBY'&.
LOFTS *#þ

Æü .¿t
Master Breeder of Racing Pigeons

50 Years of Breedino
26 Glencoe Street,
Suther land N.S.W. 2232
Australia
Phone: (02) 5213960

A U S T R A . L I A N  P I G  E O N  F A N C I E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

STOCK AVAILABLE: Race Rubbers,  ctock Rols,  tNG Sitks,
r h i m b I e s' Le ad s e a I s'f;,ffi 

3 g tÉå.?r"åi,i¿,%il 
lå ß.'. n'' N e s t B o w I s' D u a I

All Racing Pigeon Supplies - For Prices Contact Secretary.
BOOKS AVAILABLE= nac¡ng Piseon in Austratiaby Graduate; Ihe
Natural Winning Ways by D.E. Scheemaecker Bros., Belgium, Vols. 9 and
10, $8 each incl. P.&P.; Healthy Pigeons by Dr. Schragg, Vol. 6, New Edit ion,

$31.50 incl .  P.&P.;  1990 Squí l ls $8.50 incl .  P.&P.

M R S .  G .  H E N S H A W
22 Vernon Street, Greystanes, N.S.W. 2145 - PHONE: (O2) 631 6929
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ilow AVAIIABLE.*o,
T h e  A u s t r a l i a n

P igeon  Fa .n ,c , i e rs
A s s o c  i a t  i o n ,

I-IEALTHY PIGEONS
By Dr. L. Schragg

VOL.6  NEW EDITION $31.50 INCL.  P .&P.
1990 SQUILLS $8.50 INCL. P.&P.

All Cheques and Enguiries to:

THE SECRETARY
22Y ernon Street, Greystanes, N.S.W. 2145

PHONE: (O2l 631 6929
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