Conversations about the pi

WEIGHT -AND THE WING

Novice: |'had the great pleasure of see-
ing some great long distance champions
in Jos Mees’ loft at Kapellen. Your friend
Andre Fevrier says that you must beware
of weight.in a pigeon. And yet Jos Mees’
champions which | saw are of well above
average size and weight. So now | don’t un-
derstand. What should I believe about all
this?

Victor: It’s not easy to answer this ques-
tion, but:I'shall try to shed as much light
as | can. on what Andre Fevrier's words
mean. Once again we must talk of ‘weight,
the source of energy’ and of dead weight,
the source of fatigue.

We shall also talk of the wing, but also
of the ‘motor’ and its fuel. That will be
another day.

Novice: It sounds as though you are talk-
ing of cars, or rather aeroplanes.

And in this context | remember what
Enzo Ferrari, the racing car manufacturer,
asked his engineers: “Give me less weight,
or more power for my cars”.

Victor: These last words bring us to the
heart of the problem. | know Jos Mees’
pigeons fairly well. They are above average
types. And yet they have extraordinary en-
durance. Why?

First of all we must distinguish between
weight and weight. There is nothing more
relative. It’s evident that a small pigeon will
weigh less than a big one. However, what
counts is relative weight. That is, relative
to the pigeon’s volume and its wing. But
other factors come in to play. You have to
realise that a big pigeon may be light, and
a small pigeon may be heavy — ‘relative-
ly’. When Andre Fevrier says you must be-
ware of weight in the pigeon, it’s obvious
that Andre is thinking especially of the
difference between ‘dead’ weight and ‘liv-
ing’ weight. Andre can ‘sense’, when he is
holding a pigeon, if it has vitality, if it’s
‘alive’ in his hands, if it has keenness!

In addition to this you should also con-
sider thickness of the wing, the supple
resistance of the upper wing and the
propulsive power of the primary feathers
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and in particular the four last primaries. In
my experience the biggest handicap forthe
wing is for the middle of the wing —.i.e.
the 4th, 5th and 6th primaries — to betoo

. long. They act as a brake on flight and tire
the pigeon. These feathers are often over- -
,developed in a heavy pigeon because they

serve to ‘carry’ its weight. These are poor
pigeons.
Novice: But what does the harmful

weight, the dead weight, in fact consist.of?.

Victor: There is, as 've already told you,
fat which infiltrates the whole organism
You know that a good pigeon doesn’t eas-

ily put fat on because it has an economi-

cally functioning organism. It has no need

to form fat, which is in fact only reserve

fuel, which a good pigeon doesn’t need. If
you let your pigeons fast for a few days —
a practice not used often enough by fanci-
ers — you will see that a fat pigeon melts

away faster than a good pigeon which.had-

less fat than the former one at the com-

mencement of the fast. This is because it

has greater vitality than the first pigeon and
thus a richer organism enabling it to use
energy without great effort.

Novice: | have to confess that | did not
allow for the weight-volume relationship
when | mentioned Jos Mees’ pigeons. In
that case his pigeons are not ‘heavy’ for
their ‘size’. Also, they have a very long
breastbone and their weight is therefore
spread along the whole length of the bone.
I must however agree that it is extremely
difficult, if not impossible, to judge a
pigeon’s body correctly. Let us not forget.
that the body is covered in feathers — and
that fat, which gives it its weight, is not so
easily distinguished from the musculature
as in a naked athlete.

Victor: You are quite right, but by assess-
ing a pigeon impartially — without letting
yourself be influenced by the famous
pedigree — you can manage not to be too
far mistaken about its physical qualities.

What is much more difficult is to judge the
pigeon’s keenness.

After scrutinizing a pigeon’s eye, or
rather its expression, for quite some time,

~ Jefvan Riel used sometimes to say, though

without any degree of confidence, “This
one could well be a good pigeon”. Jef
worked with diamonds and was therefore
used to analysing the brilliance and the
‘life’ in a diamond and his opinion was
often correct.

During the racing season we will come
face to face with the supreme judge, the
race basket. But this judge can also be
wrong. This will be our fault, for if the
pigeons we enter are not in perfect condi-
tion, the judgment of the race basket may
deceive us.

Novice: | know that a pigeon in good
form has soft, shining plumage, a plump,
light body and a dry, bright eye. All that is
fine — but what do you do if they are not
like that?

Victor: I’'m here to answer you and I'li do
my best another time. But | hope you are

beginning to get a rough idea of how to
judge a pigeon’s weight.

Noel de Scheemaecker.

THE POWER OF OBSERVATION

Novice: What you told me about your
friend Jef van Riel — “The best fancier is
the one who can detect defects soonest”
— made me think.

In my view, after due consideration, |
think all the difficulty lies in the fact that
it is not enough to observe one’s pigeons,
one must know what one must look for. |
wish you would tell me what that is.

Victor: If you though you needed to look
out for one single item, you could make a
grave mistake. No, my friend, the pigeon
is acomplete whole. Don’t forget that each
defect reduces the length of its racing
career.
~Novice: If | have understood you correct-
Iy, you should therefore value highly those
pigeons which have a long career, which’
do not become old before their time.

Victor: What you have just said should

CH. PETER PAUL.

COMING SOON — The Best of British — from
LOUELLA

We are offering the best of our young stock at auction
in Sydney in October. They are unlikely to-be cheap —
but what an investment! Hand picked sons and daughters
of our premier champions that sell in the U.K. for up to’
5,000 pounds Sterling each. Watch the fancy press for

Champion Peter Pau (Silvere Toye).
International 1984. He won the event by a clear ¥ hour.
He was 14 hours ahead of the next bird into Belgium.
Purchased by Louella for 41,000 pounds. He remains the
highest priced bird ever to leave Belgium. His progeny are
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full details, appearing soon.

1st Open Pau

winning in the best of competition.




Inmy exper/ence the greatest han lcap the Wlng is for the m/ddle ie. the 4th, 5m and 6th prlmates
to be too long.
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be carved on the loft doors so that it is
never forgotten.

Novice: Yes, but such pigeons are rare.
You mentioned them to me one day and
said that these pigeons were ‘indefatiga-
ble’.

Victor: If they are in fact becoming more
and more rare, then it’s our fauit. General-
ly the fancier does not preoccupy himself
with the future of his loft. If he notices that
the pigeons he is breeding still do well as
young birds and as yearlings but start to
decline as early as the age of two, the fan-
cier ought to realise that he is heading
straight towards a precipice.

Novice: What could be the causes of this
rapid decline? If you can tell me this, | shail
be able to become a champion, as Jef van
Riel said, and remain one!

Victor: Generally it starts imperceptibly.
One quality which conditions all the others,
we must never forget, is resistant health.
A pigeon which is in excellent health has
a good chance of lasting for many years
without iosing its virility. A good observer
will mercilessly eliminate any pigeon
which leaves something to be desired un-

der the heading of health. If it oftenh has'an
inflamed throat, or sensitive intestine, if it
does not moult perfectly, let us beware of
it. Let us take no risks, it must be eliminat-
ed. One day Jef van Riel, all of whose
knowledge was based on his powers of ob-
servation, said to me, “I think that the most
important part of the pigeon is a good in-
testine™.

“One quality which conditions all the
others is resistant health”.

Novice: But | think that everything in the
pigeon is important if we are looking for the
pigeon which will last many years. For ha-
ven't you just said that every defect has to

N
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CH. MAGIC BLUE.

SINGLE FLIGHT BREEDING —
GUARANTEED EVERY TIME!

Louella have over 2,000 single flight compartments to
ensure that our tradition for export breeding is continued |
with guaranteed parentage 'EVERY time. Daily
examination of the youngsters and the parent birds ensures
that the end product is of the highest standard; There are
countless numbers of birds bred in this way that have
proved to be winners in club and open competition not
only in Great Britain but worldwide. A unique draft of super
quality, impeccably bred young birds will be on offer to
Australian fanciers when Louella hold their first auction
sale in Sydney in October.

Champion Magic Blue, bred by Louella. 100% Lefebre
Dhaenens. Winner of 30x 1st including 10x st Open
average entry 5,500 birds. He is one of many birds that
prove our environment, foundation stock and good stock
management produces champions.

SALE CATALOGUE & FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM NICK BRENT
(02) 8342060
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be paid for, and reduces the duration of the
pigeon’s achievements?

Victor: Yes, but robust health is an in-
dispensable quality for a pigeon’s long
sporting life. | told you that defects creep
in surreptitiously, little by little, into a loft.
For example, the wing loses its supple-
ness, the upper wing becomes too large
and what Van der Schelden called the
‘striking power’ of the last four primaries
decreases. Another dangerous defect: the
volume of the pigeons increases and the
pigeon ‘holds together’ less and less well
— you can twist it like a bit of rag.

Novice: You ‘were talking of robust
health. So [ assume that the pigeon must
demonstrate this robust heaith especially
by its resistance to attacks from outside.
But there is no possible means of
resistance against parasites.

With intestinal worms, coccidiosis,

trichomoniasis, we are dealing with para-
sites and the organism can acquire no

. natural immunity. So your theory of health,
capable of resisting everything must be
false!

WARWICK FARM
PHARMACY

David Croot, B. Pharm. M.P.S.

8B HUME HIGHWAY,
WARWICK FARM. 2170
6028474

BIRD AND PIGEON
MEDICINES

FREE CATALOGUE

Please write for our free catalogue of bird
medicines which contains our complete
range of all items stocked i
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» Cage and Loft Lice/Mite Preparations, eto.
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Novice: | concede t
whatever the scientista
there are, for example,
which are less subjee
trichomoniasis whereas othetrs, as soon as
they come into contact with contaminated
water or regurgitated seed, éxperience an
ultra-rapid proliferation of the parasite. So
you must agree that there are pigeons
which have a degree of resistance to this
parasite. From my own observations it is
precisely those pigeons which stay ‘young’
for many years which are least susceptible
to trichomoniasis. They are also always
pigeons with a perfect throat: tongue rest-
ing at the bottom of the beak with a fine
opening to the lungs and a pinkish colour;
pigeons whose breathing is imperceptible
— in aword ‘indefatigable’ pigeons which
deserve our full trust.

Novice: | shan’t disagree with what you
say, but there are, however, fanciers who
still claim, with the late Charles van der
Schelden, that it is only the wing that
counts.

Victor: They look primarily at their
pigeons’ wings and make their selection
solely on the basis of these. They also say
in their defence that their great master
Charles van der Schelden said that those
who did not blindly believe in his theories
were ‘something elsers’. A delicious
phrase, but one which was intended to
ridicule those who believed in anything
other than the wing.

Novice: So you mean that you must ob
serve the whole of the pigeon to see the
item or items which have a tendency to be
prejudicial to a long racing career in the
pigeon.

| assume that that includes, of course,
the wing, but specially the throat, the lungs
and the heart, the muscles, the bone struc-
ture, the richness of the eye and above all
the balance.

It doesn’t seem so easy to observe all
that. | don’t believe 'll ever manage it.

Victor: You will manage it, if you keep
your eyes open and think about what you
see. But, my friend, there are few fanciers
who think. That too is something which
must be learnt!

right, but
note that

Noel De Scheemaecker.

SELECTION, WITHOUT BEING
INFLUENCED
Novice: You told me one day that during
the major annual selection of pigeons at
the Breeding Station you ignored the ori-

" gin of the pigeons examined. But surely

their origin does count — or does it not?

Victor: That’s an interesting question.
Does a pigeon’s origin countn? My answer
is ‘yes’ and ‘no’ — but more often ‘no’ than
‘yes’.

This depends inter alia on the credulity
and naivety of pigeon fanciers and their
ability to assess a racing pigeon. |t ali
comes down to knowing whether it is right
to judge the pigeon on its individual value
or on the value due to its surname! | know
it's not easy. but it is made even harder
when the fancier believes that the origin is
paramount in determining the merit of a
pigeon. It is, however, really only an ancil-
lary factor. | should explain this much bet-
ter, because | believe that you are always
subject to those influences to which you
wish to be subject. It is difficult to
eliminate a certain degree of personal in-

itiative from the fancier himself. His sel
satisfaction to juggle with a famous name*

flatters his vanity.

“The person who knows how to pair and

guarantee success just doesn’t exist. The

only thing | believe is that you have a bet-

ter chance of success if you have good
pigeons”,

He wants to be able to impress others
this way, while forgetting that he is deceiv-
ing himself and precipitating the decline
of his stock.

For decades the ‘Wegge’ strain from
Lierre has literally been juggled with.

Now the Wegge strain has never exist-
ed, and the same is true of most ‘strains’.
When asked what his breed was, Charles
Wegge would take a gold coin out of his
waistcoat pocket and say ‘Here is my breed

;‘a few good pigeons bought here and
there, sometimes at a high price and some-
times from an unknown little fancier.”

It-is the skill of the fancier which shapes

CH. SUPER LOU.

THE GREATEST NAMES IN AUSTRALIA

Yes, Louella Ptgeon World will be presentmg a superior
draft of young pigeons for'sale by auction in Sydney in
- October. They will be sons and daughters of our premier

- champions and will be the ultimate in qu hty and
pedigree. They are not likely to be chea
seldom is — but what an investment! Watch the fancy
press publications for further information on this super

Ch. Super Lou. Bred by Louella.
13x2nd, 10x 3rd, 17 x 1st Amalgamation. He is one of the
foundation birds in our new super sprint family, and further
proof of our record for breeding outstanding champions.

SALE CATALOGUE & FURTHER
INFORMATION FROM NICK BRENT
(02) 8342060

auction — coming soon!

Winner of 52x1st,
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a breed. And the value of this breed de-
pends on the fancier’s knowledge and the
severithy with which he judges each
pigeon.

Novice: Do you think there are any fan-
ciers who, if they were really strict in their
selection, could retain over a hundred
pigeons?

Victor: | cannot answer that question be-
cause | do not know all the great Belgian
or foreign fanciers. But | can assure you
that if a renowned breeder were to sell
each year even only a few very good
pigeons would not keep his position
among the leaders for very long.

Novice: So a champion who wishes to
maintain his position is obliged to keep the
good pigeons, or those he believes to be
good, for his own racing loft. He can only
allow himself to see the ‘second class’
birds unless he himself is to become a se-
cond grade mini-champion.

Victor: That is self-evident. The clever
ones sell their ‘name’, the rrenown, but
keep the good pigeons.

Novice: And yet they say that you can

buy very good pigeons from the Janssen
brothers at Arendonk.
So they sell their good pigeons.
Victor: I'm glad that you have mentioned
the Janssen brothers from Arendonk. They

are a special case, since in spite of the fact -

that their pigeons have the highest com-
mercial value and they are overwhelmed
with requests to buy, these fanciers of the
old school don’t keep pigeons to sell. They
are still true fanciers. They only race in
speed races and yet real long distance
champions have resulted from cross-
breeding with their pigeons. The ‘Janssen
strain’ is of no greater value than any other
strain if the specific qualities which the
brothers always tried to retain in their
pigeons are no longer there.

Novice: And what are these special qual-

ities to which the Janssen brothers have
aiways clung?

Victor: It’s very simple. Because when
they started off almost fifty years ago, they
already had a few extraordinary pigeons
which outclassed their competitors, they
observed these pigeons closely. They quite
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simply tried, by means of ultra-strict selec-
tion, to retain those qualities which they
logically thought indispensable in order to
keep themselves at the top. They applied

~a system of quite intensive in-breeding.

“We should always prefer a fine unknown
individual of quality to one with an illustri-
ous pedigree and defects!”

Novice: Yes, but if they hadn’t had the
good fortune to start off with super-perfect
specimens, their in-breeding system would
never have produced the success it did in
the Arendonk lofts. .

Victor: That is a very true remark. l've
known the Janssen pigeons for decades.
They are characterized by the following

qualities: areally extraordinary expression

in the head and eyes. -

Their heads and eyes ‘speak to you'. In

the cocks, it is an expression of vigour and
vitality which accentuates the mobility and

the transparency of the eyes. in the hens,
it is an expression of gentleness, curiosi:
ty and inteliigence. As for the wing, it is

characterized in the true Janssen pigeon

YOUR FUTURE SUCCESS IS ON ITS WAY!

Louella Pigeon World — the world’s No. 1 stud is to

auction a select draft of high quality, impeccably bred
. young pigeons in Sydney in October. Untilnow, such a
. sale has been impossible due to Australian import
N restrictions. Over recent years there have been many
.\ Australian fanciers that have visited us and
\ expressed their desire to obtain some of our ex
. stock. Now is your chance . . . included.in the auction
\ sale will be over 120 hand picked youngsters from our
\\ international, national, combine, federation and
amalgamation 1st OPEN CHAMPIONS — a great
opportunity for Australian fanciers to purchase the best

CH. DE SMARGO 1.

Champion De Smargo Il (Van Leeuwen), 1st Dutch
\ National Barcelona 1988, 5,451 birds, also 1st. Open
- International Barcelona 1988, 21,176 birds flying almost
- 750 miles. Probably the finest winner ever of this event.
Purchased by Louella for 77,000 pounds, a world record
price for a pigeon. He is one of four ‘1st Open Dutch

SALE CATALOGUE & FURTHER INFORMATION FROM
NICK BRENT (02) 8342060

by the quality of the last primaries, which
are fairly narrow at the base and extreme
ly supple. The upper wing is nice and
straight, slightly convex and fairly short.
The body is heavily muscled in front and
makes the pigeon lean forward. That | think
is without doubt the primary virtue of these
pigeons is a perfect throat. A very fine
respiratory orifice behind the tongue, lead-
ing to the lungs. This is a very stable qual-
ity in the Janssen pigeons.

Novice: Yes, but with such qualities any
pigeon would be a champion, whether it
was a Janssen or not!

“Victor: Youre right again . . . but such
pigeons are rare. If they have been able to
keepthem like that by in-breeding and thus
tofix these qualities, it is quite normal that
there is no risk in cross-breeding with such

plgeons. Whereas in cross-breeding with

the most illustrious of strains we run the
risk of failure if the essential qualities of
that strain have been lost. In this case, the
origin'has no meaning. We should always
prefet a fine unknown individual of quality

to one with an illustrious pedigree and

of British!

National winners owned by Louella.




Novice: And yet these are more highly
priced. . ..

Victor: That's the fault of journalists and
the credulity of their readers!

Let us draw a conclusion from it: the
price of a pigeon and its famous pedigree
must never influence us when we are
selecting our pigeons!

Noel De Scheemaecker.

THE LANGAUGE OF THE EYE

Novice: May | remind of your promise to
discuss the language of the eyes in our
pigeons? It was after we had had a some-
what humorous discussion on what the
droppings could tell us that you mentioned
it to me. Do you remember?

Victor: Of course. But before | let our
pigeons speak to us with theireyes | want
to say something else. This may reassure
those people who read our conversations

Master Breeder of Racing Pigeons
50 Years of Breeding
26 Glencoe Street,
Sutherland N.S.W. 2232
Australia

Phone: (02) 5213960

that what we
fruits of expe|
which amount

Novice: I'm eag
talking about.

Victor: | want to ten you hi
more instructive to the fan
ing out the boxes and the.
but when you do this you must Iook care-
fully . . . and think.

It is preferable to attack a difficult
problem while it is still an easy one, since
the solutions are then easy whereas later
they become harder. And our pigeons’
droppings teach us this. That’s what | want-
ed to say, and I'll add that the day | stop
scraping out a loft myself I’ll also stop writ-
ing another word on pigeons. Because |
don’t want to let myself become drugged
by theories!

Novice: That doesn’t surprise me at all.
I remember you said once that your friend
Jef van Riel thought that the best fancier
was the one who could spot soonest that
something was going to go wrong in his
loft.

Victor: Right! So we must watch our
pigeons carefully, day by day, to see what”
they have to tell us. And now we have at
last come to our pigeons’ eyes.

The eye cannot hide from us anything
which is happening within the body. If this
is true of man, it is all the more true of the
pigeon, which does not try to deceive us,

Novice: { know you can detect the state

AUSTRALIAN PIGEON FANCIERS ASSOCIATION
STOCK AVAILABLE: Race Rubbers, Clock Rolls, INC Silks,

Thimbles, Lead Seals, Race Entry Books, Marker Rings, Nest Bowls, Dual
Purpose Fountains, Baskets.

All Racing Pigeon Supplies — For Prices Contact Secretary.

BOOKS AVAILABLE: Racing Pigeon in Australia by Graduate; The

Natural Winning Ways by D.E. Scheemaecker Bros., Belgium, Vols. 9 and
10, $8 each incl. P.&P.; Healthy Pigeons by Dr. Schragg, Vol. 6, New Edition,
$31.50 incl. P.&P.; 1990 Squills $8.50 inci. P.&P.

MRS. G. HENSHAW
22 Vernon Street, Greystanes, N.S.W. 2145 — PHONE: (02) 631 6929

of the pigeon’s form by looking into its
eyes. But I'd first like to ask you something
which bothers every fancier and especial-
ly those who race young pigeons. That is,

the question on conjunctivitis.

Victor: 'm glad you’ve mentioned that,
because it needs to be understood.

There are in fact several causes of con-
junctivitis, or inflammation of the conjunc-
tiva, which often affects both eyes. If it is
an isolated case, there is no need to wor-
ry, because it may have been caused by a
foreign body in the eye, or a minor injury,
and then only one eye is affected.

No cause for alarm!

Another cause, of chemical origin: irri-

tation by smoke or irritant vapours.

There are of course other causes as well,

but the one the fancier should be wary of
is infectious conjunctivitis. At that stage,
why almost all the pigeons are affected, ap-
propriate remedies need to be employed.
Neo-Col (Upjohn), is salutary and cures the
infection in 3-4 days.

Novice: Since this infectious conjuncti-
vitis is dangerous because it is very con-
tagious, what shouid be done? By placing
one’s pigeons in a basket where this infec-

tion is present, one runs the risk of seeing :

one’s own pigeons also affected.

Victor: To avoid this real risk, it is wise ~ k

before basketing one’s young pigeons, and

even adults, to place a drop of Argyrol in

the pigeon’s eye. This minimizes the risk
of infection.

Novice: | suppose draughts are often at
the root of conjunctivitis, as they often are
with our colds.

Victor: That’s a silly mistake. What is
more harmful is the lack of air circulation.
Have you ever seen pigeons with coryza
(cold) or conjunctivitis in a completely
open loft? | haven't!

But let’s discuss the language of the eye
for a while, in relation to our pigeons’ form.
Our pigeon’s eye can tell us if its respira-
tory apparatus is fully in order. If the eye
is dry we can already be reassured to this.

“The eye cannot hide from us anything
which is happening within the body”.

In addition, a nice dry beak and dry lids
around the eye also prove that the respira-
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““there is the mobility of the eye. The pigeon

' ances which few fanciers are capable of

tory functions are in good condition. As fo
how the eye can reveal the state of th
pigeon’s form, that depends on the fanci-
er's powers of observation.

Novice: You use the word ‘observation’
alot and no doubt you are right. But when
you know what to look for, then you're
there! | suppose that’s where you come in.

Victor: You have just said something
trite but nevertheless essential — as so
many commonplace things are! Examining
the pigeon’s eye, there are two things to
fook at, as signs of good form.

First of all, the richness of pigmentation,
shown by deeper colouring of the iris. The
eye becomes lighter and more transparent
as aresult of the increased contrast. Then

appears to be observing everything. In-
stead o fseeing, it.is looking.
#. Novice: It seems to me that these are nu-

seeing.

Victor: You’re wrong there. You are for-
getting that there is something which is
generally neglected, you have to learn to
observe. That is the whole secret of pigeon
racing. . . .

Noel De Scheemaecker.
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